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Preface  
 

Transformation of Knowledge in the Digital Age 
Environment through Library 

Traditional Libraries gives emphasis on storage and 
preservation of physical items, particularly books and 
periodicals those in which librarian were a custodian of the 
library. Information is physically assembled in one place; users 
must travel to the library to learn what is there and make use of 
it. 

Academic libraries are changing in response to changes in the 
learning and research environment and changes in the 
behaviour of library users. The Libraries are adding new, digital 
resources and services while maintaining most of the old, 
traditional resources and services. 

Libraries are acclimating to the 21st century by becoming a 
modern destination to learn and create with friends. One of the 
major changes we expect to see in academic libraries is the use 
of new innovating technologies. These innovations could also 
“help libraries to more effectively preserve and mine their 
collections online”, thereby improving and redefining access 
for researchers. 

Technology provides a tool for the delivery of library service. 
Technology also shapes and limits how service can be 
delivered. The effective library building supports changing 
service patterns, changing modes of service delivery, and 
changing technological applications. 

As per Dr. S. R. Ranganathan’s Fifth Law – “Library is a 
growing organism”, dealing with and accommodating changes 
in technology, collections, and services. Now the role of 



 

 

libraries, information services, relationship between a library 
and users is changing significantly. Traditional services of a 
library are modifying and enhancing in online environment.  

Modern libraries promote availability of useful mobile 
information resources offered by the library, and availability of 
access to information from mobile devices in a field, to support 
research. They deliver services to users via Internet, 
smartphones and other handheld gadgets. Modern libraries have 
to focus on innovations for both traditional and non-traditional 
library services to reach all library users through mobile 
devices. Internet has become an important component of library 
service for users in it. Via Internet readers can access nearly 
limitless recourses including websites offering complete full-
text books and research papers. Another change is the 
transformation from a digital library to a smart library, which 
provides such advanced services as personalized services, 
hypertext services, computer-aided design services, knowledge 
mining services, cross-media services. All these services make 
a digital library more active, professional and intelligent. 

The proposed book emphasizes importance for a library to be 
flexible to changing needs and to adopt new technologies 
rapidly. If a library of today wants to achieve success, it must 
offer high quality service, the best possible satisfaction of 
requirements, and exhibit great flexibility in its activity. In 
order to achieve all these goals, it is necessary to attract 
specialists of a library to solving common problems.  

                                                                                    S/d     

Dr. D. D. LAL  
(Editor-In-Chief) 
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