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Introduction

Annual Reviews provides researchers, professors, and scientific professionals with a
definitive academic resource in 23 Biomedical Sciences. Annual Reviews saves time by
synthesizing the vast amount of primary research literature and identifying the principal
contributions. Editorial committees comprised of the most distinguished scholars in the
discipline select all topics for review, and the articles are written by authors who are
recognized experts in the field. Annual Reviews publications are among the highest cited
publications by impact factor according to the Institute for Scientific Information® (ISI).
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A long tradition of social science scholarship hghlights the role that T3 immigration and
naturalization laws historically have played in the development of racial categories and,
cotwersely, the role of racizm in shaping these laws over time. Most notably, scholars often point
out that one of the young nation's first decrees and its first statute regulating citizenship declared in
1790 that naturalization was to be lmited to “fee white persons™ (1 Star. 103) (O & “Winant
1994, p. 81, Haney Lopez 1956, Minow 1997, p. 59, Delgado & Stefancic 2001, p. 77,
Goldberg 200710 The statute amed to bar the naturalization of both mrmgrants deemed nonwlute
and the Afficans who had been subject to forced migration. The lruting of eligibality for
naturalization to thoze who qualified as white was lifted only on an ad hoc basis untl the mid-
twentieth century. The Maturalization Act of 1870 {16 Star. 2547 extended the possibility of
naturalization to persons of “AfHcan nativity and Afiican descent” following the Ciwil "War and
enactment of the Fourteenth Amendment; the bar against Chinese naturalization was lifted in
1943, Fiipino and Indian naturalization was permmtted i 1946, despite the fact that all these
groups had been declared nonwlute by the courts. But the racial basis for naturalization was not
formally removed until the MeCarran-Walter Act of 1952 (66 Shaf. 239,

Eevond this foundational element of racism in 713 naturalization law, numerous scholars have
documented its role in excluding particular nationalities from immigration to the Tnited States and
in so doing elaborating racial theories and shoring up racial boundanes. The Quota Laws of 1921
and 1924, the first time that 7.5, inwmigration lawmalters set out to restrict sigrificantly the
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